
Celebrating Leadership and Honoring the Legacy of
Cesar E. Chavez (Res-049-14/15) 
Date Noticed: 2/10/2015 Date of Action: 3/10/2015

Whereas, A passionate advocate for social justice and civil rights for the poor and disenfranchised, Cesar E.
Chavez is a true American hero;

Whereas, In 1962 Cesar E. Chavez co-founded the United Farm Workers Union to address the poor treatment
of workers in the fields, and sought to empower them by organizing the first union to acquire labor contracts
for farm workers;

Whereas, Cesar E. Chavez changed national attitudes of workers in the fields and integrated the La Causa
slogan, "Sí Se Puede" into the fight for civil rights and justice for all people of color;

Whereas, In his 2008 campaign for President of the United States, then Senator Barack Obama’s campaign 
slogan, “Yes, We Can” the English translation of the La Causa slogan, channeled the hopes, dreams, and 
struggle for equality;

Whereas, For more than three decades, Cesar E. Chavez led this groundbreaking organization by effecting
social change through peaceful tactics such as fasts, boycotts, strikes, and pilgrimages; his union's efforts
influenced and inspired millions of Americans, forging a diverse national coalition of students, middle-class
consumers, religious groups, and minorities in a hard-won struggle to achieve fair wages, medical coverage, 
pension benefits, humane living conditions, and perhaps most important, dignity and respect for the hundreds
of thousands of farmworkers across the country;

Whereas, Cesar E. Chavez espoused the "Education of the Heart" for all students because he believed that it
is not enough to teach our young people to be successful, to seek achievement, and to make progress as
individuals while forgetting about progress and prosperity for their community, and while leaving friends and
neighbors behind; he believed that our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs
of others;

Whereas, In 2000, the California Legislature established March 31st as Cesar E. Chavez Day, a statewide
holiday in recognition of the life of this outstanding Mexican-American labor leader and the contributions he
has made to the State of California; the anniversary of his birth on March 31, 2015, provides a fitting
opportunity to remember and honor his many contributions; and

Whereas, In California, the Cesar Chavez Day of Service and Learning was created for public school children
to promote service to the communities of California in honor of the life and work of Cesar Chavez; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District celebrates March 31st as Cesar
E. Chavez Day to honor his legacy and urges President Obama to declare March 31, 2015 as a National Day
of Service; and, be it finally

Resolved, That the Superintendent encourages students, staff, school administrators, teachers, and
community members to implement service-learning projects based on his life, work, and values, and realize
the full intent of the State-established Cesar Chavez Day of Service and Learning.

Sponsor: Mónica García

Cosponsors:

Mónica Ratliff
George McKenna III

Moved by: Tamar Galatzan

Second: Steven Zimmer

Votes:

Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
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Mónica Ratliff........................................................................................................................................................... Yes
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Steven Zimmer..........................................................................................................................................................Yes
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Tamar Galatzan......................................................................................................................................................... Yes
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